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The unrelenting effort of USAID Feed
the Future Nigeria Integrated
Agriculture Activity has resulted in a
partnership between the International
Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA)
and the American University of
Nigeria (AUN), Yola, Adamawa. With
the partnership, Africa’s biggest
agricultural researcher will have
access to about 100 hectares of AUN’s
vast land resources. This will help
establish a demonstration and
experiment station that will contribute
to the advancement of science and
agricultural research. Also, the
renowned northern academic
institution is providing suitable office
spaces for the immediate
commencement of IITA official duties. 
 

During the launch of the partnership
on February 21, 2022, the Deputy
Director-General, Partnerships for
Delivery, IITA, Dr. Kenton Dashiell
explained that IITA is reputable for
agricultural innovations. According to
the DDG, the organization has also
proved its productivity in several
partnerships it has facilitated in the
past. Hence, the organization’s total
commitment to ensuring that the
partnership between the two entities
reaches absolute fruition. He said IITA
is prepared to offer cutting-edge
knowledge, experience, and
competence, especially in crop and
livestock production.

On her part, the President/Vice-
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Deputy Director-General, Partnerships for Delivery, IITA, Dr. Ken Dashiell during his
presentation on the numerous workings of IITA before the signing of the MoU.
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DDG, IITA, Dr. Ken Dashiell and AUN President/Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Margee Ensign sign the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the partnership. They are supported by Chief of
Party, Nigeria Integrated Agriculture Activity, Dr. Prakash Kant Silwal and a staff of AUN 

Chancellor of AUN, Dr. Margee Ensign
expressed her confidence in the
partnership. She said with this joint
effort the faculty can benefit from
research and sabbaticals while the
students will have an avenue for
internships and research. The VC also
expressed optimism on the
collaborations with IITA in the area of
nutrition, training of farmers, and
education for vulnerable women and 

children in Nigeria’s northeast. Dr.
Ensign shared the belief that the
partnership will survive many tenures. 

The event which was attended by the
academic community and
government officials at the university’s
E-library ended with the symbolic
signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) by the two
parties. 



DDG, IITA Visits Yola, Adamawa State

Meeting the AUN
President/Vice-

Chancellor, 
Dr Margee Ensign

Listening to a
Presentation by CEO of

Capital Agricultural
Development Limited, Dr.
Aminu Buhari (left) on the

Outgrower Value Chain
Finance Scheme.

Field visit to some trained
women entrepreneurs in
Yola South LGA: Halimah

Hamidu (right), despite her
IDP status, has become a

known dealer in shampoos,
pomades and footwears

courtesythe Activity's
interventions.

Yeshhy Simone, CEO
Yeshhy Tomapepo

Enterprises, poses with the
DDG and other members of

the team. Yeshhy was
trained by the Activity in

Tompaepo production.

5



Field visit to the 2,192
Hectare Gese Derdirabe

Farms on Ngurore-Numan
Road, Yola South LGA

Here, DDG poses with
satisfied beneficiary,

Nesta Ebzan on her rice
farm. Nesta received

agricultural inputs
through the Activity's

partnership with Fadhila
Crop Science Ltd. 

Meeting with Feed the
Future Nigeria Integrated
Agriculture Activity Staff

in Yola

Visit to Feed and Read
Project at AUN, Yola
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Dry Season Farming: Community-Based Seed
Producers Receive Agricultural inputs

 In January 2022, Feed the Future Nigeria Integrated Agriculture Activity signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Fadhila Crop Science Ltd. The purpose of the MoU is to support 200
community-based seed producers (CBSP) with foundation rice seeds and other agricultural inputs
to produce certified rice seeds. 

“This serves as one of the Activity’s many interventions in ensuring food security as well as
assisting small-holder farmers to achieve increased agriculture production and productivity
in the northeast region of Nigeria. With this partnership, there is no limit to what we can
achieve in subsequent planting seasons,” said Chief of Party, Dr. Prakash Kant Silwal.

To ascertain selected farmers’ readiness for the dry season farming, a refresher course on improved
agricultural practices for community-based seed producers was organized by the Activity.
Facilitation centers were thereafter activated. These facilitation centers accommodate cooperative
societies comprising executives and members. At the co-operative level, members are sensitized on
equity contribution, letter of undertaking, KYC form, loan repayment modalities among other
procedures. 

It is on the basis of cooperative societies that 6 bags of fertilizer (4 bags of NPK 20:10:10
and 2 bags of Urea), water pump and hoses (suction and outlet), as well as 25kg of rice
foundation seeds were distributed to each CBSP in Demsa and Guyuk LGAs of Adamawa
State. In the long run, distributing these inputs through cooperative societies will ensure
accountability and eventual repayment of the inputs with an optimism that the wet season
farming will attract more interventions and partnerships.

Commending the partnership, the Commissioner for Agriculture in Adamawa State, Hon.
Umar Daware said, “We are happy that farmers in Adamawa State are benefiting from such
laudable partnership. The state government appreciates the initiative” 

Happy farmers: Distribution of agricultural inputs for the 2021 dry season farming in Demsa
local government area, Adamawa State.

7



Starting a business in Nigeria is often a
herculean task. Many start-ups are
confronted by a lack of support from
financial institutions due to the inherent
risks, a poor state of infrastructure, lack of
direction among other challenges.  USAID
through Feed the Future Nigeria
Integrated Agriculture Activity has
assisted over 6,563 start-ups in
Adamawa and Borno States, especially in
the areas of skills development. 

This effort extends to continued
mentorship and support for trainees
under various interventions. The recently
organized Youth and Women Enterprise
Development Intervention Strategy,
Mentorship, and Sustainability Workshop
in Yola were geared towards
encouraging production stability,
enterprise sustainability, steady income
generation, job creation, and livelihood
improvement.

Participants at the workshop included 24
community development officers and 26
entrepreneurs drawn from the Activity’s 12
intervention local government areas in
Adamawa and Borno states. These
participants had the privilege to review
their accomplishments as business
owners, express their challenges, and
seek avenues to mitigate them. The
workshop also provided the Activity the
opportunity to receive feedback from
beneficiaries  and plan for further 

 intervention the third year of working
with vulnerable women and youth. 

Facilitating the workshop, the Youth and
Gender Facilitator, Shakiru Quadri,
reminded the participants of the Activity’s
commitment towards business
mentorship. “We have planned more
business training and linkages to
financial services in the third year of our
operations. We shall be reeling them out
shortly for your benefits”.

Trainers and participants at the Youth and Women Enterprise Development Intervention
Strategy, Mentorship, and Sustainability Workshop
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The Feed the Future Nigeria Integrated Agriculture Activity (IAA) issued under the US
Government's Global Food Security Act was awarded by USAID Nigeria to the International

Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) and its partners in July 2019 towards the economic
recovery of North-East Nigeria, in the wake of the devastation caused by the ongoing insurgency

in the region. The Activity supports vulnerable populations in 12 Local Government Areas of
Adamawa and Borno states to re-engage in basic farming activities and aims to advance the

objectives of inclusive and sustainable agriculture-led economic growth, strengthened resilience
among people and systems, and a well-nourished population, especially among women and

children in targeted locations. 
 

To achieve these objectives, the Activity works with a coalition of public and private sector
partners to facilitate improved agro-input and extension advisory services to serve vulnerable

populations; strengthen the institutions that form the market system and the networks that
serve small holder farmers disenfranchised by conflict; and facilitate the engagement of youth

and women in economic and entrepreneurial activities

Prakash Kant Silwal

About the Activity

Contact
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